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Study Guide European Explorers in North America                                                General Information

One of the main reasons for the European’s explorations was to find the Northwest Passage or a water route to Asia. The Europeans wanted to find this water route because they wanted a safer and easier route to access Asian goods. The Silk Road was the land route that consisted of 4,000 miles of mountains and deserts. People used the Silk Road to travel to purchase and carry goods, but it was very dangerous because of the mountains and deserts, as well as the fact that the people living along the road blocked the road, making the movement of goods along the route even more difficult.

Relationships between the Explorers and the Native Americans. The Colombian Exchange was the exchange of goods and ideas between the European Explorers and Native Americans, or Indians. The Native Americans taught the Europeans how to grow potatoes, corn, squash, pumpkins, and beans. This new food source caused a population growth in Europe. Europe’s economy became stronger because of the new supply of American gold and silver. The Europeans taught the Native Americans a new side to farming; the Native Americans learned to raise cattle, pigs, horses, and they learned how to grow wheat, rice, sugar, coffee, and bananas.  Diseases such as smallpox, chicken pox, whooping cough, and measles were spread to the Native Americans because they had no resistance to them. These diseases killed hundreds of thousands of Native Americans. Eventually, many Native Americans were enslaved, treated poorly, or were killed so the Europeans could take their land and resources.

Christopher Columbus

The country that paid for his exploration was Spain (King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella)

Reasons for exploration: He was looking for the Northwest Passage, or a water route to Asia.

Accomplishments: He was the first to sail west across the Atlantic Ocean in search of a sea route to Asia. He claimed an area in present day Bahamas for Spain, and named it San Salvador. He also discovered Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Hispaniola, and Cuba.

Obstacles: he made three more expeditions for Spain but never found the gold, spices, and jewels he was looking for. He became a sick and disheartened man.

Impact on Native Americans: He was the first to call the Native Americans by the name Indians because he had thought he found the Indies (Asia). The Native Americans were friendly and gave Columbus parrots, cotton, thread, and other gifts. He traded European goods for food. The Native Americans taught Columbus and his people how to grow different crops. He actually came into contact with the Arawaks who were described as gentle. Columbus wrote that these Native Americans did not know what it was to kill others or to steal. Columbus’s sailors stole from the Arawaks and some were enslaved and sold in Spain. The sailors also gave the Native Americans diseases. Fifty years after Columbus’s arrival, nearly all of the Arawaks of Hispaniola were dead. 
John Cabot
Country that paid for exploration: England
Reasons for Exploration: He was looking for the Northwest Passage, or a waterway through North America directly to Asia. He was also to claim any new land he found for England.

Accomplishments: Discovered a rich cod-fishing area off of Newfoundland. Much wealth came to England because of this discovery. The voyages of John Cabot were important because they gave England claim to land in North America and led the way for the English colonies.

Obstacles: Never found a water route to Asia or the Northwest Passage. He never discovered gold or spices. At the end of his second voyage, he disappeared, and some say he went down with his ship in a storm.

Vasco Nunez de Balboa

Country that paid for explorations: He stowed away on a ship to Panama because he was in search of the Pacific Ocean and claimed it for Spain.

Accomplishments: In Panama, he established the colony of Darien and became its governor. Discovered the Pacific Ocean and claimed it for Spain. He called the Pacific Ocean the South Sea.

Obstacles: He was never able to discover the Inca Civilization with its gold because he was beheaded by the new governor of Panama.

Impact on Native Americans: He made friends with some of the Native Americans in Panama and even married the chief’s daughter. From these Native Americans, he heard of a great sea that lay beyond the mountains of Panama, which was actually the Pacific Ocean. He also heard about another group of Native Americans, called the Incas, who dined from golden plates and cups.

Juan Ponce de Leon

Country that paid for his explorations:  Spain
Accomplishments: He settled on an island that Columbus named Hispaniola. It includes present day Haiti and the Dominican Republic. He also landed in Florida, near St. Augustine, and claimed the land for Spain. He was the first Spanish Explorer to step on land that would become the present day United States. He did not know he had found a large continent, and he thought it was an island.

Reason for explorations: He sailed with Columbus on his second voyage.

Obstacles: He found Florida instead of the island of Bimini that he had heard supposedly had the Fountain of Youth.

Impact on Native Americans: He fought the Native Americans on the island he settled on. They were often cruel to the Native Americans. He made slaves of some, and killed others. Some groups of Native Americans were completely wiped out. Ponce de Leon fought most Native Americans he came in contact with. Ponce de Leon became a rich farmer and he had many Native American slaves work on his farm.

Henry Hudson

Country that paid for his explorations: Holland and the Dutch East India Company
Reason for exploration: Searching for the Northwest Passage (a water route to Asia)

Accomplishments: Discovered the Hudson River and the southern part of the Hudson Bay, called James Bay. He claimed land in this area for the Dutch and this land was called New Netherlands. It is near present day Albany and the city of New York in the state of New York.
Obstacles: He never found the Northwest Passage or Pacific Ocean. When he discovered the southern part of the Hudson Bay, called James Bay, his crew was forced to spend a terrible winter trapped on the ice. When the ice melted in the spring, Hudson wanted to continue his search for the Pacific Ocean, but his crew wanted to return to Europe and mutinied (overthrew him) and took over the ship. Hudson, his son, and seven others that were loyal to him were put adrift in a small boat with no food, water, or weapons, and they were never heard from again.
Jacques Cartier

Country that paid for explorations: France  (King Francis)
Accomplishments: He led the first expedition up the St. Lawrence River. Because of his explorations, France claimed the territory that is now called Canada. He set up the first permanent French settlement in Canada caller Nor. The colony only lasted a year. The St. Lawrence River led to the Great Lakes, and eventually the French would claim much of this land and begin a very profitable fur trading business.

Reasons for explorations: Finding the Northwest Passage

Impact on Native Americans: He found the Iroquois Indians to be friendly. The Iroquois helped them survive the winter because they had found a cure for scurvy.

Obstacles: Many died of scurvy in the winter because of a lack of vegetables. 
