Solar System Vocabulary

1. Asteroid: Chunks of rock and metal that orbit the sun.





2. Axis: A real or imaginary line that a spinning object turns around.
3. Comet: A chunk of ice and rock that orbits the Sun in a long, narrow orbit.
4. Constellation: A number of stars that appears to form a pattern.
5. Crater: A hollow area or pit in the ground.
6. Ellipse: Earth’s orbit is shaped like this 
7. Equator: An imaginary circle around Earth’s surface. It divides the Earth into the Northern and Southern hemispheres.
8. Galaxy: Giant groups of millions or even trillions of stars. Our galaxy is the Milky Way. 
9. Gravity: The force that holds things on the ground and determines how much things weigh.
10. Meteor: A fragment of rock, ice, or metal that burns up in Earth’s surface.
11. Meteorite: A chunk of rock from space that hits Earth.
12. Moon: The biggest and brightest object in the night sky because of its closeness to Earth.
13. Moon phases: The moon’s movement around Earth causes the phases;
    it repeats every 29 ½ days.
14. Orbit: The path an object follows as it revolves.
15. Planet: A satellite of the Sun.
16. Revolve: To move in a circular or nearly circular path around something else.
17. Rotate: To spin around.
18. Satellite:  An object that moves in orbit around another, larger body. 
19. Solar System: The Sun and all the objects that orbit around it.
20. Star: A hot sphere of gases that gives off energy.
21. Sun: The closest star to Earth and the center of our Solar System. 
22. Telescope: A tool used to make distant objects appear larger. 

23. Universe: All of space and all of time, approximately 15 billion years old.
